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Professional Summary

Martin Urbach is a Ph. D. candidate in Urban Education with 21 years of experience
teaching in K-12 school settings. Martin's teaching and research interests include
socially conscious music making, artivism, creative resistance, Youth Participatory
Action Research (YPAR), culturally responsive and sustaining pedagogies (CRSE),
restorative/transformative justice, abolition and creative resistance. Martin is the
co-founder and executive director of The Circle Keepers, a 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline/nexus through restorative
justice practices, artivism and youth organizing.

Education

City University of New York - Graduate Center Fall
2023-Present


http://www.martinurbach.com

e Ph.D. Candidate in Urban Education
e Graduate Assistant

Teachers College, Columbia University
2019
e EdD. in Music Education (coursework)
e Mentor Teacher

Brooklyn College
Spring 2015
e Advanced Certification in Music Education

Manhattan School of Music
2006-Spring 2008
e Master of Music in Jazz Studies
e Full Scholarship

University of New Orleans
2001-Spring 2005
e Bachelor of Arts in Jazz Studies
e Full Scholarship

Academic & Teaching Experience

Boerum Hill School for International Studies | Brooklyn, NY
Music Instruction & Restorative Justice Coordinator | 2023 - 2025

Fall 2017-Fall

Fall 2014 -

Fall

Spring

e Designed and implemented an anti-racist, culturally responsive instrumental

music curriculum for grades 6-9.

e Coordinate a youth-led cohort of peer mediators practicing restorative justice

based on abolitionist teaching philosophies.

Harvest Collegiate High School | New York, NY

Music Instruction, Advisory Curriculum Designer & Dean of Culture | 2017 - 2023

e Developed curricula at the intersection of science, DIY Makers culture, and

music.



e Coordinated advisory curriculum focused on social-emotional learning and
anti-colonial frameworks.

e Led a Youth Participatory Action Research (YPAR) project focused on
academic success for chronically othered students.

PS94M@188, The Spectrum School | New York, NY
Instrumental Music Instruction & Curriculum Designer | 2016 - 2017

e Implemented culturally responsive music curriculum for students on the
autism spectrum, emphasizing West African music and movement.



Selected Publications

Abad, M. N,, & Conchas, G. Q. (Eds.). (2025). Youth resistance for educational justice:
Pedagogical dreaming from the classroom to the streets (1st ed.). Routledge.

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003471240

Hein, E., & Blackman, T. (2024). Building hip-hop music educators: Personal
reflections on rap songwriting in the classroom. In It's how you flip it: Multiple
perspectives on hip-hop and music education (pp. 223-242).

Hendricks, K. S. (Ed.). (2023). The Oxford handbook of care in music education. Oxford
University Press.

Kuhn, W., & Hein, E. (2021). Electronic music school: A contemporary approach to
teaching musical creativity.

Ledn, Y. C. C.(2020). A composing ensemble: Creating collaboratively with high school
instrumentalists (Doctoral dissertation, Teachers College, Columbia University).

Powell, B. (2021). Equity in music education: Addressing equity and social justice in
music education through modern band: Opportunities and challenges. Music
Educators Journal, 108(2), 57-59.

Rosenbaum, E. E. R. (2015). Explorations in musical tinkering (Doctoral dissertation,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology).

Smith, G. D., et al. (2023). Love, care, revolution, and justice: Loving oneself and loving
one's students. In The Oxford handbook of care in music education. Oxford Academic.

Urbach, M. (2019). You might be left with silence when you're done—The white fear
of taking racist songs out of music education. National Association for Music
Education (NAfME).

Urbach, M. (In press). #SongsOfBlackLivesMatter: Co-creating and developing an
activist music education praxis alongside youth. In The places and purposes of
popular music education. Intellect.

Urbach, M. (n.d.). The sherrification of education: How educational policy expands the
school-to-prison pipeline and how we interrupt it.

Yamamoto, E., Stover, C., & Dillon, A. (2026). Places and purposes of popular music
education (Book review). University of Chicago Press.

Certifications
e Professional Certificate in K-12 MUSIC, NYC Public Schools


https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003471240
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003471240

Approved for tenure Spring 2020
Initial Certificate in K-12 MUSIC, NYC Public Schools
Issued March, 2013

Conferences, Presentations & Workshops

International Symposium of Music Education (ISME): Montreal, Canada
(2026).

American Education Research Association (AERA): Los Angeles, CA (2020)
Center for Trauma and Embodiment: 7th Annual International Conference
(2026)

American Education Research Association (AERA): Philadelphia, PA (2024)
SXSWEdu: Presented "Circle Keepers Handbook" workshop (2023).
International Symposium of Music Education (ISME): Baku, Azerbaijan (2018).
Association of Popular Music Education (APME). Berklee College of Music
(2016) and New York University (2019).

Freire50 Conference: University of South Carolina (2018).

The Sustaining Peace Forum: Teachers College, Columbia University. (2018).

Honors & Awards

Grammy Music Educator Award: Quarterfinalist (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024,
2025).

Vocal Justice Fellow.

Academy For Teachers Fellow.

U.S. Department of State Cultural Ambassador Grant Recipient: (2005, 2008,
2012).

Non Profit Leadership

Fundraised over $600,000 from city, state and foundations.
Lead the Long-Term Strategic Vision and Plan Toward Organizational
Sustainability to achieve the organizations’ mission and goals.

Manage any foreseeable risk by identifying and anticipating organizational
challenges, presenting data-informed decisions for input from key
stakeholders.



e [ead the hiring, onboarding, development, and performance management of
staff who encompass a variety of backgrounds, identities, and abilities.

e Provide leadership, guidance, and mentorship to ensure that staff have what
they need to perform their duties successfully.

e Develop and oversee the organization's fundraising strategy, including grants,
individual giving, corporate partnerships, and special events.

e Manage the annual budget, ensuring fiscal responsibility, sustainability, and
transparency.

e Monitor financial performance, providing regular updates and reports to the
Board.

e Ensure the effective design, implementation, and evaluation of programs and
services aligned with the organization's mission.

e Co-lead the creation of systems for maintaining institutional knowledge
through record collection and establishing standards for document archiving.
As an organizational leader, you will partner on developing impact evaluation
mechanisms for tracking and measuring programmatic effectiveness. You will
maintain a working knowledge of issues related to The Circle Keepers'
mission, programs, and campaigns.

e Co-design alongside youth leaders curriculum that integrates arts and
political education aligned culturally responsive, anti-oppressive, and
community-centered pedagogy.

Skills

e Fluent in Spanish, Portuguese, and English

e Google Suite, Canva, Grant Writing, Adobe Creative Suite, Squarespace
Website and Email Marketing Platforms

e Various Digital Audio Workstations (DAW's) such as Ableton Live, Soundtrap,
and Garageband
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